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And the acknowledging the Truth, which is, xqra coe 
after Godlineſs. Titus 1. 1. 


For the Grace of God, that ; bringeth Salvation, hath appeared 

unto all Men, teaching us that denying Ungodlineſs and 
worldly Luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, 3 and godly 
in this n World, t. Paul. 
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T he Goſpel A Doi acct 
to Godlineſs. 


11 
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2 TIMOTHY vi. 3. 


— 4nd 70 the Doctrine which 15 is according. 


alete | Godlineſs.—— 
The whole Period runs a0 5 


Fg any Man teach otherwiſe, and conſent not to. wholſame 


Words, even the Words of our Lord Teſus Chriſt, and to 


the Doctrine which is according to Godlineſs; | be 7s 
proud, knowing Nothing, but doting about Queſtions and 
dtrifes of Words, whereof cometh Envy, Strife, Railings, | 


evil Surmiſings; perverſe diſputiugs of Men of cor rupt 


Minds, and deftitute of the Truth, ſuppoſi1 "s that Gain is. 


 Godlineſs ; from ſuch withdraw, thy ſelf, | 


| K d IE Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the great Found ; 
Ages of our Religion, came into our World in 


5 T'8$Þ human Nature, to -eſtabliſh a Kingdom-of 


We — 922 Peace and Truth and Righteouſneſs, in 
. 8 TP Oppoſition. to that of Satan, conſiſting in 
Error, Superſtition, and moral Wickedneſs.. And his 


glorious Goſpel, that powerful Inſtrument of Men's Sal- 


vation, is a Scheme of Doctrine, admirably. concerted to 
5 N this ome and worthy Deſign. 8 
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1 The Gy/pel a Do@rine 


And the Miniſters of. Chritt, the Stewards of the Myſte- 
ries of his Kingdom, are divinely Commiſſioned, and ſent 
forth, conformable to the Example of their great Lord 
and Maſter, to build up the Church of God in the World, 
by preaching the Doctrine of Godlineſs, by calling Sin- 
ners to Repentance, and giving the Knowledge of Sal- 
vation unto his People, by the Remiſſion of Sins, thro? the 


tender Mercies of God, that being delivered out of the 


Hands of our ſpiritual Enemies, we might ſerve him 
without Fear in Holineſs and Righteouſucts all the Days 
of our Lives. * 


Accordingly it is the Duty of the Miniſters of Religion, 


the Preachers of Righteouſneſs, to inculcate upon their Hear- 
ers, with Spirit and Energy, the eternal indiſpenſable Ob- 
ligations of Morality, and all the ſublime Virtues and 


Duties of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt ;, and to demonſtrate 


and improve all religious Truths, uſe ful, prefiical, and 
meceſſary to Salvation. 


There is a Difference among the Wande as bells as 


Laws of God: As there is a great Commandment and a 


Jeſs, ſo there are Doctrines of greater and leſs Importance 
in Chriſtianity. EL 


Some Points are e lefty Secutarhvb} biber ele more 
immediately to Practice, and theſe latter are the moſt 


eſſential Doctrines in Religion; becauſe the End of all 
Revelation, and the Belief of it, is Godlineſ5. 2; 4 


That Knowledge which affects the Head 1 is not 4 85 A , 
ſaving, nor does it come under the Notion of Religion and ALS 7, 
Virtue. Points of Faith ought to be diſcuſs'd to ſerve te 


Ends of religious Practice, but practical God lineſs is preach'd 


for its own Sake. Halfter and Goodneſs, rs the great : | 
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.arcording 70 Goulineſs. 3 
Things inculcated upon Mankind by the ſacred Scriptures, 
and urg'd by various and affecting Motives. Duty and 


| ini were very much the Subjects of our Lord's Preach- 


ng, and thoſe of his Apoſtles. Our Lord explain'd and 


enforc'd the Laws of God, and rais'd the Morality of Meſes 
and the Prophets to its greateſt Perſection; and his A- 


poſtles follow'd the Example of their Malter, and tho? 
they by no Means neglected the great Articles of Chriſtian 
Faith and Verity, yet it is plain their Sermons & Epiſtles, 
were directly calculated to advance Righteouſneſs, Sobrie- 
fy and Godlineſs among Men. 5 


The Paragraph containing the Text, i is : introduced! by the 
Apoſtle, i in Conſequence of what he had before obſerv'd, 
in Oppoſition to that corrupt ungodly Notion, that Chriſti- 
anity di/anul'd civil Obligations, and ſet Servants atLiberty 
from Obedience to their Maſters ; whereas on the contra” 
ty, its direct Tendency was to make them, and all Men 
better in their ſeveral Relations and Conditions in Life. 
Theſe Things the Apoſtle commands Timothy the Evan- 
af to teach and exhort. 

The Words, conſider'd in Conjunction with the Context, 
offer to our Conſideration three Things, obviouſly obſervable, 
and not altogether Impertinent to the Occaſion & Solem- 


nity of this Day. | 

I. That the Goſpel. is a Doctrine acconding to GR 
nels. Therefore, 
II. It is the Buſineſs and Duty of the Miniſters of the 


Goſpel, to preach the Do#rines of Practice, and im- 
prove the Truths of Religion to the excellent Ends: 


of Holineſs and true Vircue. 


: HE: Such as teach otherwiſe, are groſly ignorant of the 
© © great Defign of their ſacred Function, and wo rs. 
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of Chriſtianity, in Particular. 
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I. That the Goſpel is a Doctrine according to Godli- 
dats This great Truth may be illuſtrated from the Con- 


ſideration of the neceſſary Deſign of all divine Inſtitutions 
of Religion, in general; and trom the natural and genuine 
Tendency of all the great and uncontroverted Doctrines 


- 


| 1 9 
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The Happineſs of all rational Natures js Seed in. that 


hecral Rectitude and Perfection, which in the Language of 
the Holy Ghoſt is ſtil'd a Participation of the divine Na- 
ture. And to bring Mankind to the 7. emper & Character, 
to the. ſincere Love and Worſhip of the one true God, and 
the ſteady Practice of all ſocial and perſonal Vertues, is the 
End and Perfection of all true Religion, under all its 
Forms. To this Purpoſe are the following Words of an 


excellent Writer. FR. 


Fes The only. Reaſon why God, as ſtands ; in Need of 
„Nothing, and is infinitely ſelf. ſufficient for his own 


0 Happineſs, ever created any rational Creatures at all, | 

< was that by following the Light of the Reaſon he has 
„ given 'em, and by imitating the moral Perfections ok 
« God, by obeying his Precepts in the Practice of Vittue 


« and Righteouſnels, they might (as St. Peter expreſſes it) 


become Partakers of the Aivine Nature, (1. e.) might 
have ſuch Degrees communicated to them of their Cre- 


e ator's Happineſs, as by their e irrational Crenrutes 
are incapable of. 


Nov the Perfections of God tridg abſoluicly un- 


FR changeable, and the Nature of Good and Evil eſſentially 
<.invariable ; *tis manifeſt that that Practice of Virtue 


and Righteouſneſs, that Worſhip: of God, who ruleth 


| ®. aver. all, and the Juſtice and Goodneſs due from one 
5 Creature to another, in which the Eſſence of true 
864 8 18 conſiſts: muſt Among all rational Beings 3 -4 


TI ang 2 Godlineſs. | 6 


«" all Parts of the Univerſe, and in all Periods of Time, 
e be eternally and univerſally the ſame. 


Had all Creatures therefore always continued inno- 
60 cent & virtuous, the Form & Method of Religion cou'd 
never have admitted of anyChange. And * the ſame 
© Reaſon, when upon theAccount of Sin the Mercy of God 
has vouchſafed to appoint any particular Method or In- 
ce ſtitution of Religion in order to the Acceptance and 
cc Reconciliation of £ Sinners; *tis evident, that the ulti- 

FE mate End and Deſign of every ſuch Method or Inſti- 

*«, tution of Religion can poſſibly be no other, than the # 
Recovery or bringing back of ſuch Perſons to the ſame 
% State,” in which they would originally have been fix'd, 
had their been no Tranſgreſſion.“ Thus he. bh 


"If therefore the Chriſtian Religion carry with it unde. 
niable Marks of a divine Original, and 1s capable of a ra- 
tional and ſolid Defence, it follows, that it muſt be an 
Inſtitution, ultimately adapted to reform a vicious World, 
to correct the Manners of Men, rectify their Miſtakes, re- 
move their Prejudices, and in a Word, to bring into San 
jection every Thing that exalts itſelf againſt; God an 
Goodneſs. 


The Evidence of the Truth of the Doctrine of Chriſt, is « 
as great, as the Nature of the Caſe will admit of, and is 
abundantly ſufficient for the Conviction of all virtuous un- 
prejudic'd Men: If the Goſpel be hid, it is hid to them, 
; in whom the God of this World has blinded their Minds, 
. 2 Cor. 4. 3, 4.— And tho' it is manifeſt, that ſome Doc- 
trines can't be prov'd true, by all the Miracles in the World, 
and ſome Miracles under ſomè Circumſtances are no Proof, 
at all of the Doctrines they are brought to ſupport ; yet,” 

5 the Argument, for the Confirmation, of the Chriſtign Re- 
F Pp . taken 0006 he Miracles of our Lord Tel clus Chriſt ; 
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5 The Goſpel a Dollies —— 


if the ſ becial Circumſtances of thoſe preternatural * ; 
tions be duly attended to, is- ſufficiently conclyfive ; they 
being numerous, evident and very beneficial to Mankind, and 
the Truths they are deſign'd to demonſtrate, poſſible and 
reaſonable in themſelves, and tending to advance theGlory 
of God, and the Holineſs and Happineſs of his Creatures, 


The Argument founded upon Prophecy, 1 1s equally, con- 


vincing. 
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"RN And theſe Things a amount to a Nil) oreater and more 

certain Proof, by the Conſideration of the moral Characters 
bol our bleſſed Lord, and his holy Apoſtles. TE, 
= 


| It is a great & excellentTruth, and worthy of all Faith 
A and Acceptation, that Jeſus Chriſt came into the World, 
to reveal and eſtabliſh a gracious Scheme and Method of 
Religion ; thereby to ſave and redeem Mankind from all 
Iniquity, and purify to himſelf a peculigr Tespe zealous 
of good Works. 
God almighty early made the gracious promiſe that | 
One deſcended of the hyman Race, ſhou d riſe up and be- 
come a Deliverer to his Brethren. | | | 
This Promiſe made to Adam, was renew'd and ratified. 
to Abraham, and afterwards to David, ſignifying that of 
the Fruit of his Body, God would ſet the Melſias upon 
his Throne, who ſhou'd be above the Kings of the Earth. 2 
And in the Book of ancient Prophecy, all the Cireum- | 
ſtances of his Birth, Life and Death, are diſtinctly related. 
Accordingly, in the Fulneſs of the Time appointed, this 
glorious Minifter of the heavenly Court appeared here in 
our World, a Man, full of the Holy Ghoſt, and poſſeſt 
1 ithout Meaſure, of the Spirit of Wiſdom and Under- 
7 Manding in the Fear of the Lord. He officiated in his 
public Capacity, and diſcharg'd the Duties of his heavenly. 


F unction for ſeveral yy was viſible frequent INS 4 
, * 7 * _— 
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his Reſurreddioff-eonficberd ſome to be his Witneſſes, and 

ſent them forth, inveſted with divine Power, to declare his 

Authority, and publifh his Goſpel in all Nations.— His 

Religion obtain'd univerſally, the World, was inlighten'd 

and reform'd by his Doctrine, — and faithful Records of 
all theſe Things have been handed down to us, on whgn 
the Ends of the World are come, 


And can it be after all, that never any ſuch Perſon 3 as 
our Vleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrif,ſhou'd have come 
into the World? Were all the Prophets Liars, all the 
Apoſtles Impoſtors, the ſacred Scripture a profaneForgery ? 
And can the whole glorious Scheme of Chriſtianity be 


*., 


only a Chimera, a meer Farce and Deluſion ? Thus the YG 


_ Chriſtian Syſtem is of God, and conſequently the Goſpel 
3 a Doctrine according to Godlineſs. 


The ſame important Truth may be further illullrated 
by the Conſideration of the natural and genuine Tendency of 
all the great and uncontroverted Doctrines of Chriſtianity. 
It was admirably ſaid by a dignified Clergyman. ＋ 


0,4 There was none of the Doctrines of our Saviour, cal- 
& culated for the Gratification of Men's idle Curioſities 
&« the buſying and amuſing them with airy and uſeleſs 
 Speculations ; much leſs were they intended for an Ex- 
c cuſe of ourCredulity, or a Trial how far we could bring 
e gur Reaſon to ſubmit to our Faith : But as on the one 
<< Hand, they were plain and ſimple, and ſuch as, by their 
ce Agreableneſs to the rational Faculties of Mankind, did 
6 highly recommend themſelves to our Belief; ſo on the 
ée other Hand, they. had an immediate Relation to Practice, 
« and were the genuine Principles and Foundation upon 
<«< which all humane and divine Virtues were nacuraliys 

wy to be ſuperſtructur d.“ Thus he, . | 
| | B 2 - ©. TW 
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8 d The Goſpel a. Do 2 
The Deſign By all Knowledge, Revelatiori ad. F ak © is 


evidently the Advancement of practical Virtue and Godli- 


neſs: And fo far forth as they fall ſhort of this, they an- 
ſwer to no valuable Purpoſe. The divine Authority of 


the Law of Moſes might juſtly be call'd in Queſtion, were 
it not capable of Proof, that that religious Fconemy. ul- 


timately tended to promote the Intereſt of real Piety and 
Morality among Mankind. 

There were two grand and general Reaſons of the very 
extraordinary Conduct of divine Providence toward the 
Hebrew People, the Seed of Abraham. | 


The firſt was, that by ſuch a public Manifeſtation « of 


whole Eaſtern World, then overſpread with Idolatry and 
Polytheiſm, might have full Demonſtration of the i incortte 


_ parable Grianeſs of the God of Irael, and be induc'd to 


abandon their Idols, and ſubmit to 8 as the 101 
living and true Gd. 


The ſecond was, to continue that Hallo People, i in 


the Faith, Worſhip and Obedience of the one true Cod, 


his almighty Power, the Nations round about, even the 


* 


* 


in Oppoſition to the Pagan Superſtition. * 


The great and munificent God, had a r View 


than the Good of that People meerly, in his ſingular and 
moſt ſurprizing Adminiſtrations towards them, viz. That” 


all the People of the Earth might know the Hand of. the 
Lord, that it is mighty. Joſb. 4. 24. 


The Fame of theſe Things eaſily extended ſelf j into 
all the habitable World, tor they were tranſacted, as it 
were, in the Heart and Center of the N ations, in the Land 


of Egypt and Judea, the moſt convenient Poſts, for tranſ- 
mitting the News of theſe i important Events into the Eaſt, 


into Afriga, and the Ittes of the ä . 


* 
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according 70 Godlineſs, 9 


And the ſupream Excellency, and ſublimeGlories of the 


everlafing Goſpel, in great Meaſure conſiſts, in the more 
effectual Proviſion it abe for reducing Sinners to Re- 
pentance, ſtrengthning the virtuous Reſolutions of Chriſ- 
tians, and ſecuring Obedience to the Laws of God. The 


Laws of Chriſtianity are guarded with the moſt powerful: 


Sanfions, the Promiſes and Threatnings of the greateſt 
Good and Evil. Theſe Arguments taken from the unſeen 
eternal World, deſign'd to operate upon the Hopes & Fears 
of Men, are the greateſt and ſtrongeſt Enforcements of reli- 


- gious Practice, that human Nature is capable of receiving. 


Chriſtianity is the molt perfect Inſtitution of Religion, 
becauſe it teaches the beſt Rules of moral Righteouſneſs, 


and omits nothing that can help to ſecure the Practice of it. 


Mankind, of the two, ſtood in more Need of Motives to- 


the Practice of Holineſs, than of Inſtructions in Virtue, 


tho* they were both neceſſary ; for as ignorant as Men» 
generally are, they have for the moſt Part, more Under- 
ſtanding than moral Goodneſs, they Know better than. 


they do. 


The Doctrine of Repentance from dead Works, is one 
of St. Paul's Fundamentals, Heb. 6. 1. and is Part of the 
Apoſtle's Form of ſound Words, and is maniteſtly a Doc-- 


trine according to Godlineſs, for the very Thing is a turn- 
ing from Sin to Holineſs, and conſiſts in an intire Reno- 
vation of Mind and Manners, and is the Foundation of 


Religion and a good Lite. 


The Doctrine of Forgiveneſs of Sins that are paſt, upon 
Repentance, thro. the Forbearance of God, in Virtue of 
the Goſpel Act of Grace, is a powerful Argument and 


Motive to Obedience in Time to come.“ For Chriſt came 
into the World to procure Pardon for paſt Sins, for no 
other Reaſon but that he mige more effectually prevent 


it for the future,” | | The: 


* 
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10 The Goſpel a Doctrine 


The Doctrine of Satisfaction, vicarious Sufferings, and 
redundant Merit, however ſcoff'd at by profane Infidels, are 
notwithſtanding improv'd by St. Peter, to the Ends of 
Holineſs, 1 Epiſt. 2. 24. ho his own ſelf bore ourSins in his 
own Body on the Tree, that we being dead to Sin, ſhould tive 
unto Righteouſneſs, 


The Faith of God's Ele& is the Neis of the 
Truth, which is after Godlineſs. It is the Obſervation ot 
a learned Commentator, That a good and wiſe God 
« cannot reveal Things only to ſtuff our Heads with No- 
tions, when they have no Influence upon our Hearts 
e to make us better: Since then to diſbelieve them wou'd 
<& be pernicious, and yet the believing of them wou'd do 
« us no Good; and a wiſe God muſt require this Faith 
eto no End, his Defign in requiring us to believe in 
* Jeſus Chrift, being this, that believing we may have 
« Life thro' his Name, and the very End of our Faith 1 is 
* the Salvation of our Souls; he therefore can require 
c us to believe Nothing, but what hath a real Tendency, 
< to the obtainment of that Life, and that Salvation, 
<« which is the End of our whole Faith.“ 


The Doctrine of Baptiſm is practically Influential i in a 
high Degree, ſince the moral Signification of that Chriſtian 
Rite, i is purity of Heart and Manners, and typifies that 
riſing to a ſpiritual & virtuous Life, which is emblematical 
of the Reſurrection of the Body ; which likewiſe is a Doc- 
trine improv'd by the Apoſtle to the Purpoſes of Heavenly- 
mindednefs; if then ye be riſen with Chriſt, ſeek thoſe. 
Things which are above, where Chriſt ſitteth at the right 
Hand of God. | 


Once more, the Doctrine of eternal Judgment, even that 
every one of us muſt give an Account of himſelf to God. 
. 2 5 653 .  — | * 
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* en is either Kudamm or per gan, that is not ca- 


according to Godlineſs. II 


the Truth of which, by the Declarations of his holy Word, 


the preſent unequal Adminiſtrations of divine Providence, 
the cruel Suffering of Innocence and Virtue, and the rude 
Triumphs of Ungodlineſs, the Nature and Perfections of 
the ſupream Being, the Ends of moral Government, and 
even natural Conſcience and Inſtinct, is loudly aſſerted and 
proclaim'd, is a ſolemn Conſideration, moſt effect ually cal- 


culated, to promote the Intereſt of Righteouſneſs & moral 


Holineſs among Mankind. For who that realiſes this 
great Truth, that he muſt finally give an Account of him- 


ſelf to God, can live eaſy and ſatisfied in ſuch a Courſe of 


Aclion, as he is fully perſuaded in his own Conſcience, 
muſt be diſapprov'd of by his Judge at laſt ; eſpecially 
conſidering, as we always ſhou'd, that the Defign of the 
univerſal Judgment, is to diſtribute to every Man, accord- 
ing to his Works, and to fix his eternal State according, 


to his moral Character. The glorious Goſpel, in theHands ; 


of almighty God, under whoſe Influence all Means ope- 
rate, is every Way a fit Inſtrument for the Reformation 
and Salvation of Mankind: It is the Power of God to 
Salvation to every one that believeth, and is mighty, thro? 
God, to the pulling down of ſtrong Holds. 

Thus I have touch'd on ſome Points upon this great 
Argument, the godly Tendency, and practical Influence: 
of the firſt and moſt uncontroverted Doctrines of the 
Goſpel. This is the internal Evidence of the Truth > 
Chriſtianity. | 

It wou'd be a band Taſk to be oblig'd to find the ſame 
Tendency in all the Opinions of the Teer Sects of con- 


tending Schemetiſts, that have been trumpt up, as neceſſary 


to be believ'd in order to Salvation. But it is a plain In- 
flerence from the foregoing Doctrine, that no Notion in 
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12 The Goſpel a  Dotirine 


pable of being improv'd to practical Purpoſes, and that 
whatever has an 21 Aspect upon the Morals of Mankind) 
is falſe and impious. 


We proceed to the next Head, under which I tall en- 
deavour to be ſhorter. 


II. It is the Buſineſs and Duty of the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, to preach the Doctrines of Practice, and improve 
the Truths of Religion to the excellent Ends of Holineſs 
and trueVirtue. To this, there is a ſacred & indiſpenſable 
Obligation lying upon us, ariſing from the Nature of that 
bolyReligion, of which we are made theMiniſters. If the 
Goſpel is a Doctrine according to Godlineſs, a divine In- 
ſtitution, calculated to ſerve the Ends of Holineſs, and 
promote Piety and Virtue among Men, then it is abſo— 
lutely incumbent upon all ſuch as preacb it, induſtriouſly 
to endeavour to render it effectual to theſe valuable and 
noble Purpoſes. This Conſequence is undeniable. 

Therefore, © 3 5 

III. Such as teach otherwiſe, are groſly ignorant of me . 
great Deſian of their ſacred Function, and vilely pervert it 
to the worſt of Purpoſes. There are other Ends, beſide 
the Advancement of the Redeemer's Kingdom, the Pro- 0 | 
motion of Truth and Righteouſneſs, and the Salvation of 
the Souls of Men, that /ome may poſlibly have in View, in, 
entering into holyOrders, and wearing the 3 
of the Miniſters of the Goſpel. | 


There are two oppoſite Kingdoms and Intereſts ſubſiſt- 
ing in the World, the rightful Dominion of our Lord Jeſus 2 
Chriſt, the Prince of Peace, the Son of God and Heir of 
all Things; and the curſed Uſurpation' of Satan, the God _ 
of this World, who rules i in the Hearts of the Children = 
of Diſobedience. N e 4 9 ah p. 
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o that there is a Myſtery of Iniquity, as well as a Myſtery | 
-of Godlineſs, and there are not wanting thoſe who are 
expert and ſeiiful in the former, as well as in the latter. 


The Empire of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is founded in 


Truth and Righteouſneſs, it is not a Kingdom of this 


World, nor is it erected by Force and Violence, by Op- 
preſſion and Fraud, but by Reaſon and Argument, by 


moral Perſwaſion, and the Preaching the Truth which is 


after Godlineſs ; the Dominion of the Prince of Darkneſs 
is founded in Ignorance, Superſtition and Vice, and is 
promoted by temporary, worldly Views & Conſiderations, 
by the Doctrines of Ungodlineſs, and all the deceivable 
Acts of Unrighteouſneſs. Satan is himſelf ſometimes 
transformed into-the Appearance of an Angel of Light; 
therefore it is no great Thing, if his Miniſters be trans- 
formed as the Miniſters of Rightcouſneſs, 2Cor. 11. I 5.— 


Some Eccleſiaſtics have been Men of the blackeſt 1 
Characters; and the moſt horrid Impieties and Villanies 2. 
have been perpetrated under the ſacred Covert of Religion. 


The grand Adverſary of all true Religion, and his Accom- 


plices in the Fleſh, have not uſually made their Mtaghs. 


upon the Kingdom of Righteouſneſs, by direct Force and 
Storm, but by Feints and Artiſices, by ſapping the Foun- 
dation of Godlineſs, and improving the Grace of the Gol- 
pel to the Purpoſes of Luxury and Wontonneſs. 


And hence we find when our bleſſed Lord thought fit ts 
enter a Caution to his Hearers againſt falſe Prophets, he de- 
ſcribes them under the Character of Molves inSheepsCloath- 
ing, greedy, vicious, 4% gning Men, whoſe Aim was not to feed 
the F lock, but to feed upon them, and conſequently made 
4 a Cloak for their Covetouſneſs. Mat. 7. 15. 
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So St. Paul in his Farewell Addreſs to the Elders of the 
Church of Epheſus, Act. 20. 28. Exhorts thus, Take Heed 


therefore unto your ſelves, and unto all the Flock, over which 


the holy Ghoſt hath made you Overſeers, io feed the Church 
of God which he hath purchaſed with his own Blood. For 
I know this, that after my Departure, ſpall grievous Wolves 
enter in among you, not ſparing the Flock. Alſo of your own 
ſelves ſhall Men ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe Things, 10 draw 


 @way Diſciples after them. 


They taught Doctrines that tended to pervert the ra 
Ways of the Lord, and cauſe the Way of Truth, which | 


is according to Holineſs, to be evil ſpoken of; and this 
they did with popular fadtious Views, with a Deſign to 


aggrandiſe their own Perſons, and acquire Fame by becom-_ 


ing Head of Parties, and to gratify their Avarice (as St. 


Peter expreſſes it) by making Merchandiſe of their Fol- 


lowers. 2 Pet. 2. 1. But there were falſe Prophets among 


. .4, God's People of old, even as there ſhall be falſe Teachers 


| av + 


* 


among you Chriſtians, who privily ſhall bring in damnable 


Ferefies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring 
upon themſelves ſwift Deſtruction. And many ſhall ſollot 
their laſcivious Mays, by Reaſon of whom the Way of 
Truth ſhall be evil ſpoken of. And thro' Covetouſneſs ball 
they with feigned Words make Merchandiſe of you. * 


Still theſe falſe heretical Teachers are repreſented under 


theCharater of hypocritical, Worldly-minded unholyMen, 
and indeed ſuch as were diſſolute, abandon'd and vicious 
to the laſt Degree. And from theſe Fruits appearing in 
their Lives and Converſations, our bleſſed Lord, the per- 
fect Pattern of Charity, inſtructs us to make up a —_ 
mel 


* Such Kind of Spiritual Merchants and Holy Hawkers, we have had © 
n our Days, and ſome of em have made a gainful Ti I raffic of i it. 
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ment of their real Characters, and of the Principles from 
which they were actuated. Do Men gather "ON of 


Thorns, or Figs of Thifles ? 


Agreable to this is the Character giyen by our r bleſſed 
Lord (who never call'd any Man out of his right Name) 
of the ancient Scribes & Phariſees, a ſet of Men, infamous 
for Impiety and Immorality, amidſt the moſt glaring Pre- 
tences to Sanctity, almoſt beyond a Paralell ; forCruelty 
and Oppreſſion, for Pride and Preſumption, and the moſt 
deteſtable Hypocriſy. 


From whence the egregious Miſtake of ſuch appears, 
who have, beſide all Truth repreſented them, as ffridt Mo- 


raliſts, whoſe principal Error, for which our Saviour cen- 
ſures and upbraids them, lay in rrufting to their own Righ- 


teouſneſs. | | 
So in our Text, the Apoſtle ſays, ſuch as teach other- 


wiſe, and conſent not, Fc. Such Teachers are ignorant, 


proud, contentious, covetous and miſchievous, and the 
genuine Tendency of their anwhol/ome Inſtructions, is to 
form their Hearers to the ſame Temper and Manners. It 
is true, a Man may accidentally practice Right, that enter- 
tains erroneous Opinions; or the prevailing Integrity and 
uprightneſs of his Heart, may over-power the malign In- 
Auence of bad Principles: But the only ſolid and ſteady 


Foundation of godly, virtuous Practice, is laid in Truth: 


And all Impiety, Immorality, Miſchief and Folly, is the 


natural Fruit and Production of Error, Superſtition and 
Corruption of Principles. A corrupt Tree cannot bring” 
| forth good Rus neither can a good Fr ree bring forth evil | 


Fruit. 
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of Fact there have been ſuch, and we have no Reaſon to 
expect but their always will be. 


Two Things are obſervable to bring the Point under 
Conſideration to a full Concluſion. 


iſt. That all falſe and: erroneous Notions and Opinions 
inReligion,of any Conſideration, are contrary toGodlineſs, 
and tend to the Emolument of the Kingdom of Satan. 


2dly. That thoſe who teach ſuch ungodly Doctrines, 


are really, whatever Appearance they may make of the 
contrary, Men of debaucht and vicious Characters. 


1ſt. That all falſe and erroneous Notions and Opinions 
in Religion, of any Conſideration, are contrary toGodlineſs, 
and tend to the Emolument of the Kingdom of Satan. 
As all religious Truths and Principles, are excellent and 


important, according as they promote Godlineſs, and tend 


to the Advancement of the Glory of God, by the Confor- 
mity of reaſonable Beings to his moral Image and Perfec- 
tions ; ſo the Malignity of all falſe erroneous Doctrines is 
in axact Proportion to their vicious Influence & Tendency 
upon the Minds and Manners of Men. There is a mighty 
Difference in the Weight and Significance, both of Truths 
and Falſhoods, that are converſant aboutReligion and Mo- 
rality. Says one, * All Truth is good, and all Error 
bad; but there are many Truths ſo inconſiderable, and 
« which have ſo ſmall an Influence upon Practice, that 
e they do not deſerve our Zeal and earneſt Contention 
e about them: And ſo likewiſe are there many Errors 
„ and Miſtakes of ſo light and inconſiderable a Nature, 
„that it were better Men ſhould be let alone in them, 


4 than provok'd to quarrel and contend about them.“ 


Our Lord came to call Sinners to Repentance, as well, 


as to lay the F oundatign of Acceptance therein, by the 


— | x) Sacrifice 


1 
— 9 


according to Godlineſs. 17 
Sacrifice of his Death, to reſtore Mankind to the Favour 
and Image of God by univerſal Holineſs, and true Virtue; 
and ſo far forth as any Miſtake & Error in Religion does 
not affect this glorious worthy Deſign of Chriſtianity, it 
is meerly ſpeculative, indifferent and harmleſs, and in the. 
very ſameDegree, that it leads to Ungodlineſs, Superſtition 
and Vice, it is vile and pernicious, and deſtructive to the 
Souls of Men. | | 


All Miſtake and Error in religious Matters, is founded | 
in Imagination only; and the neceſſary Fruit and Conſe- | 
quence of ſuch Deluſions is Superſtition ;, the very Eſſence = 
of which conſiſts in ſubſtituting ſomething elſe; of a dif- 
ferent Nature, in the Place of true Godlineſs. Superſtition: 
is Religion without Virtue, the Form of Godlineſs with- 
out the Pee „ | 3 

For Inſtance, ſuch Notions of the ſupream Being, as 
repreſent - Him reaſonleſs and arbitrary i in his Adina = 
tions, and Sovereign 1n ſuch a Senſe as to deſtroy all his 
moral Perfections, and capable of acting “ in moral Mat- 
ters, without Regard to moral Reaſon,” tend to engender 
Superſtition and Ungodlineſs, and deluge the World in 
Vice and Wickedneſs; for- as- much as it Mines the Foun- | 
dation of all real Virtue and Religion, by demoliſhing all <4 
the Motives of Obedience and Holineſs, and the Grounds 
of Hope and Confidence towards God. From this or. 
ſomething like it, ſeems to have ſprang, the endleſs Super- 
ſtition of the Heathen World, the Worſhip of a luſtful 
| nee a thieviſh ere a drunken Bacchus, and a 
by | wanton = 


+ Porro amori vertutis, ſtudium veritatis, neceſſariò n * "of 
conjunctum: Neque enim virtus eſt, cujus non fit origo veritas: : 
Nec vitium quod non a mendacio ſumat Initium. 2 
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wanton Venus, with all the ſhocking Rites of Impurity, 
Profaneneſs and Immorality. For it ſeems to be a natural 


Principle, common to all Religion, that the Worſhipers 


endeavour to reſemble the God they worſhip. Hence the 


ſacred Exhortation, both to Jews and Chriſtians, in Op- 
Poſition to Paganiſm, Be ye Holy, for I theLord ous God, 


the Object of your religious Worſhip, am Holy. 
Again, ſuch an Opinion concerning Juſtification, by 
Obedience to the divine Law, under. the Covenant of 


Grace, as fruſtrates the Grace of God, in the Death of his 
Son, as a Sacrifice of Expiation for the Sins of the World, 
thro? Faith in his Blood, has a bad Aſpect upon Practice. 


For it is obſervable, ſays One, That that Righteouſneſs 


e by Virtue of which, Believers are juſtified, is frequently 
mentioned in Connection with the Sufferings & Death 
of Chriſt, thereby to teach us, that this was the great 


and explicit Deſign of them to procure for them a Righ- 
c teouſneſs, which ſhould Juſtify them before God. In. 


'<« ſhort, our Redemption from the Wrath and Curſe of. 


% God, and our Juſtification and Acceptance into Favour 
«© with God, are always in Scripture attributed to the Blood 
ce and Sufferings, and Death of Chriſt (the finiſhing Arti- 


< cle of his Obedience) as the only meritorious procuring 


* Cauſe thereof. And upon the Account of this Righ- 


c teouſneſs, ſo effected for us, Chriſt is ſtilled the Lord 


* our Righteouſneſs.” 


If it be aſk'd how this Dofiriee adminiſters to Ungod- 
lineſs; I anſwer, it tends to beget Pride & Preſumption, 
and Irreverence to the divine Majeſty, his Authority and 


* or for the Reaſon of the Death of Chriſt, as a Sacri- 


ce of Attonement for Sin, ſeems to be, to reflect Honor 
upon the Law and rectoral Holineſs of God, to declare 
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his Righteouſneſs, as the Apoſtle ſays, in the Forgiveneſs 


of Sins, that he might be just, and yet the Juſtifier of him 
that believeth in Jeſus. It is in this very Thing Mercy 


and Truth have met together, and Righteouſneſs & Peace 
have embraced each other. And this, perhaps was, chat 
Hereſy which conſiſted in denying the Lord that bought. 


them. 

Once more, That moſt filthy pee of the Chriſ- 
tian Religion, which conſiſts in converting the Grace of 
God in the Goſpel, into Wantonneſs, and relying upon 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, to the Neglect of Virtue and 
a good Life, which makes Chriſt the Minifer of Sin, and 
perverts the Liberty of Chriſtianity, to the Purpoſes of 
Unholineſs and Licentiouſneſs, is every Way dreadfully- 
oppolite to the Truth which is after Godlineſs; and is the 
moſt abominable and fatal Corruption of the Religion of 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that the Devil himſelf, can invent. 
I ſhall conclude this Head in the Words of a ſolid De- 


fender of theChriſtian Faith. know no ſuch Hereſy. 
« ſays he, as a wicked Life. That Man believes the 
«. Goſpel beſt, that lives moſt agreable to it. Tho' no 


« Man can have a worſe Opinion of the Socinian Doctrine 


ce than I have, yet I had rather a Man ſhould deny the 
Satisfaction of Chriſt, than believe it and abuſe it to 

e the Incouragement of Sin. Of the two, I have more 
<« Hopes of him that denies the Divinity of Chriſt, and 


« lives otherwiſe ſoberly, righteouſſy and godly in the 
ce World, than of the Man that owns Chriſt to be the 


« Son of God, and lives like a Child of the Devil.“ 


2dly. That thoſe who teach ſuch ungodlyDoctrines, are 


really, whatever Appearance they may make of the con- 


7 are Wolves in Sheeps Cloathing, which ſu ppoſes Hhpoeril ; 
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trary, Men of debaucht and vicious Characters. They 
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to be Godlineſs, which implies Coveteouſueſs; they are proud, 
and ſpeak perverſe Things to draw a Party after them, and 
therefore are? govern'd by the low & ſordid Views of Po- 


pularity, and human Applauſe. 


If they be groſly Hypocritical, and teach ſuchDoctrines, 
as they know, in their Conſcience, to be falſe, and tending to 


the Prejudice of Godlineſs, they are then debauch'd & vi- 


cious in the moſt aggravated and criminal Senſe. 

If they are Hypocrites, only in the more common Aceep- 
tation, deceiving themſelves, as well as impoſing upon 
othes, being ignorant of the true Nature and Tendency of 
the Nation they advance and defend, they are more ex- 
cuſeable, but nevertheleſs guilty and Blame-worthy before 
God: Not becauſe they act according to their Judgment 


Conſcience better , and have ſuffered their M inds to be per- 


wicked Things, not only under a grave Pretence of Reli- 

gion, but out of a real Opinion & Perſuaſion of Mind, that 
they do religiouſly. Murder is certainly one of the greateſt 
and moſt crying Sins, and yet our Saviour foretels that the 
= Jews ſhou'd pur his Diſciples to Death, being verily per- 
„ ſwaded, that in ſo doing they ſhould offer a moſt acceptable 
| Sacrifice to God ; yea, the Time cometh, that whoſoever 
killeth you, ſhall think that he doth God Service. Not but 


1 * that the great Duties & Virtues of Religion are very plain 


and eaſy to be underſtood, and ſo are the contrary Sins and 


and well diſpoſed Mind; ; to thoſe who receive the Word 
with Meekneſs, and are not blinded with Wrath & furious 


Zeal : to thoſe that receive the Truth into an honeſt Heart. 
; y > 1 2 | and 
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they make Merchandiſe of their Diſciples, and ſuppoſeGain 


and Conſcience, but becauſe they have not inform'd their 


verted and turn'd away from the Truth. Says the before 
mention'd Author, Men may do the vileſt and moſt 


Vices: But then they are only plain to a teachable honeſt | 


i. 
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humble & meek ; for the humble, God will guide in J udg- 


Sin orDuty, ſo as to call Evil Good, and Good Evil, to call“ 


by ſtirring up unneceſſary Controverſies amongChriſtians, * 
- fromLuſt or Paſſion, from Pride or Prejudice, which clouds 


elf, both in his-Zeal and Cruelty againſt Chriſtians, before 


excuſe himſelf on this Account, but calls himſelf the chief 
of Soren ee to be Are aBlaſphemer and» * 
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and entertain it in the Love of it; they are plain to the 


ment, and the Meek he will teach his Ways; ſuch as theſe 
God ſeldom ſuffers to fall into fatal Miſtakes about , 


Light Darkneſs, and Darkneſs Light ; ; to think Unchari- 
tableneſs a Virtue, and downright Murder a great Duty. 


But if Men will give themſelves up to be ſway'd by Self- 
Love, and Self-Conceit, to be govern'd by any baſe or 
corrupt Intereſt, to be blinded by Prejudice, and intoxis , 4 
cated with Pride, to be tranſported and hurried away by ,, 
violent and furious-Paſſions ; no Wonder if they miſtake, 4 
the Nature, and confound theDifferences of Things,in the of 
plaineſt & moſt palpable Caſes ; no Wonder if God's "give * 8 
up Perſons of ſuch corrupt Minds to ſtrong Deluſigns, 1 Fd 
to believe Lies.” Thus he. ; . mn 


St. Paul in the Text, taxes ſuch with Ignorance, as held ? 
ungodly Tenets, and fomented Faction, Strife & Diviſions 


about aticerfain Opinions and fooliſh Queſtions, but this 
did by noMeans excuſe em; their Ignorance was their S 
their Error proceeded from#ilfulneſs & corrupt Affections, 


and darkens Men's Underſtandings, and cauſes ſuch as have 
Eyes to ſee not, and ſuch as have Ears to hear not. I ſup- 
poſe, no Man was ever more /incere than St. Paul was him- 


his Converſion, and his Repencunce for it afterwards z he 
verily thought he ought to do many Things contrary o. 

the Name of f Jeſus of Nazareth, he did it ignorantly in Un T8 
belief, and ſo found Mercy, but yet he does by no Means F ww 1 
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a Murderer for had he not been blinded wich Puſfion and 
Intereſt, but exercis'd the Underſtanding which God had 
given him, he never could have been guilty of ſuch a plain 
- Miſtake, as to think that true Religion & Virtue could be 
' ® propagated by Cruelty & Oppreſſion, and the direct Vio- 
lation of all the Laws of Nature and Reaſon. No Princi- 
ple of true Religion can poſſibly be the Source of Folly and 
- Superſtition, of Uncharitableneſs and Contention, of Ty- 
'* * ranny and Oppreſſion. All the Contentions and Animo- 
„ * fities, all the Hatred and Malice, all the Perſecution and 
* Cruelties, which have ever been exerciſed in the World, 
* 7 under Pretence of Zeal for Religion, have, in Reality al- 
ways ariſen purely upon Account of Zeal for Matters of 
8 Men's own Invention, never out of Concern for the Pam 
Las and Commands of God.” 


* 

* No Man is neceſſarily ignorant of the great and funda- 
mental Virtues and Duties of Religion & Humanity; and 

of whoever holds or propagates Opinions contrary to theſe, 
is himſelf vicious and faulty, in Proportion to their malig- 

* nant Influence upon his Temper and Conduct; and fo far 

forth he is a Servant of the Kingdom of Darkneſs ; and 

#4 if he be aMiniſter of Religion, is gro/ly ignorant of the great 

1 4; De/ign of bis ſacred F. unction, and vilely Per veris it to the 

Fu worſh of Purpoſes, 

: „% Two or three important Inferences from the 3 5 


Doctrine may be juſt hinted at, and left tothe Hearers ſurther 


Improvement, and we ſhall paſs to a more particular, occa- 
Honal Application of this Diſcourſe. 


W. 1. We infer concerning the general Nature of that Faith 
which was once delivered to the Saints, and for which Chriſ- 
4 **  4,tians are exhorted earneſtly to contend ; that it conſiſted 

not inPoints of drys culation, & metaphyſicalDiſtinctions 
*. #andNi iceties. not in atters of meer human Tradition, and the 
Ke 5 * © 72 * 5 er 
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fallible Decrees of Popes and general Councils, r not in K 2 
ticles of doubtful Controverſy, and of no conſiderate - vs 
practical Influence, tending to Strife and perverſe Wrang- 
ling, rather than godly Edifying; but in thoſe Doctrines = 
valy which were according toGodlineſs, in theTruth whith 4 * 
is after Holineſs, and in thoſe Opinions that lend direc- *Y 
ly to a good Life. : 8 

Theſe are the religious Principles, for which St. Jude * | 
adviſes Chriſtians to e in Oppolition to the popular, | | I 
avaritious, impure Tenets of thoſe ungodly Men, Who * wk 
turn'd the Grace of God into Laſciviouſneſs, and hadMen's A 
Perſons in Admiration becauſe of Advantage. Thus t / » ® 
contend for the Caule of Virtue, in Oppoſition to Un god. 
lineſs, is truly commendable, and a Zeal according toK no 2 ” 
ledge. But when this is not at the Bottom, it is Pri go 2 
Ignorance, the Love of Glory, Power, Wealth, or the like, 1 * F 
and not a pure Regard to the Intereſt of true Religion that 
engages Men in religious Conteſts. Hereſy & Ungodlineſs » 

are inſeparably nuded together, Faith and a good Con- 
| ſcience are embark'd in the fame Bottom, and ſuffer Ship 
wreck both at the ſame Time; hence Hereſy is number'> 
among the Works of the Fleſh, and ſoundneſs of Mind and. 
i n is oppos'd to Debauchery, Covetouſneſs & Car- 
nality ; whoever therefore contends againſt Hereſy,or quars _ 7 þ 
rels for Orthodoxy, without firſt ſeeing and being influenc'd d 
by the neceſſary Relation they ſtand in to Vice and Virtue, 8 2 
has manifeſtly ſome Ser End to ler ve, beſides that of true . 
Religion!“ 3 
2. It follows that Mankind . to o be very indußt eg 
and careful, to inform themſelves right in Matters of reli- I 
De his pious XY 


** Sound and unſound- when applied to. oral Purpoſes, haveRelation 
to nothing but Vice or Virtue. A Heretic is a corrupt ungedly 
| Man; and Hereſy in the bad Senſe, 2 Ft” b 
and regards the Heart rather the Head, 
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ks Truth and Error; for a Man may be very 8 

mw : v4 +Wiſtaken, and in Conſequence of ſuch Miſtakes, may do 

3 "on moſt inhuman and wicked Things; and that too forRe- . 

gion and the Glory of God: Not indeed, becauſe the 

Difference between moral Good & Evil, is not wide enough 

1 — io be diſcern'd, or becauſe Men have not Faculties to diſ- 
„bern it: but becauſe they judge raſhly, or indulge Preju- 


' © a. dice, or are vicious, & ſuffer themſelves to be dect d It 
W* 3; 


becomes us to ſeek impartially after Truth, with virtuous 
Ff „ - apd upright Minds, not regarding any particular Schemes, 
„ faſhionable Opinions of Parties; that our Faith may be 
well grounded, and that if we think right, it may be a Vir- a 
tue, the Effect. of Choice, not of Chance. | | 
„ Freedom of Enquiry, in Matters of Religion, with Pru- 


_ - "dence and Virtue, ought not only to be tolerated, but in- 
"%. 4 courag'd and urg'd, eſpecially by the Miniſters of Righte- : 
Þ** ouſneſs; and party Diſtinctions and hard Names, as much 0 
” as poſſible laid afide ; according to the wholſome Advice of | 
our pious Fore-Fathers of this Country; whoſe Words are 
» © theſe Let theNick-Names of Zuinglians & Calviniſts then 
4 * ceaſe, the Marks rather of Faction, than brotherly Union. 


„„What ſhou'd we have to do with Laub r? What ſhou'd 1 
„we have to do with Calvin? We 4h, the Goſpel, 

6 ; | 

Fn» { © we believe the Goſpel.“' 


. Laſtiy, For as much as it is Matter of Fact hat Mankind 
| do and always muſt think differen: ly from each other, with 
if 5 | Regard to Things of little or no Importance i in Religion, 
r that | is, which have no conſiderable Influence upon Practice, 
one Way or the other; a catholick Spirit, among all Parties, 
ought by all. Means to be promoted towards each others 
=.” is different Opinions and Practices. | 


| | Nothing is ſo much wanted to fet the Chriſtian World 
. right, as a « pi of univerſal Love an Charity. A blind 
N 


* 
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uncharitable 
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uncharitable Zeal about uncertain Opinions and circum». | 
| ſtantial Things, like the “ Worm at the Root of Jonab's- 
Gourd, tends to eat out the Vitals of true Religion.” And 
about theſe precarious & controverſial Things, ſome pious. .” 
peeviſh Men think they do well to be angry, and are,ready | 2: 
(with Pope Paul the fourth, upon his Death- Bed,) to re- 
commend (if not the Jnqui/ition, as he did, yet) very ſevere N 
and unchriſtian Methods, for the Cure of theſe Evils. . 
But did our meek Lord teach ſuch a Doctrine as this? 
Does the Goſpel countenance Perſecution for Conſcience ,* 
Sake? or could any Thing but Matter of Fact be ſufficient + 
to prove, the Cruelties, that have been exercis'd by Chriſ- 
tians, one upon another? One of the moſt pernicious Er- 
rors in the World, ſeems to be this, that Men are to be ill- 
treated for their Harmleſs Opinions. Charity is the moſt 
perfect Bond of Union among. hriſtians, and is greater than 
Faith itſelf, & where there are the greateſt Meaſures of this 
on bat Side, there is doubtleſs moſt Truth & moſt Religion. 
Pardon me, my Reverend Fatbers and Bretbren, that! 
have preſum'd to take upon me, a Taſk, to which Lam 
ſo unequal. 1 5 4 
Accept with Candour,my hodeſtEndeavours humbly to 9 
remind you of the noble De/ign of the glorious Goſpel of our J 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who has accounted you faithful, puttig 
you into the Miniſtry ; and ot the Duty of that ſacred and. 
important Character, with which, in Conformity and Sub- | . I 4 
ordination to himſelf, for the good of Mankind, he has Loa 
been graciouſly pleas'd to inveſt you. 8 2 
Your Imployment is honourable, divine and Den i 4 1 
Like holy Angels, ye are ſent forth to miniſter to blen 3 
that ſhall be the Heirs of Salvation. - "oy 
Thhbere is an unſpeakable Pleaſure & Satisſadtion i in 4 _— 


Good, and a e Raves laid up in Heaven for 4 


4 


5 Abbrodation of Well, and your .own Conſcience, If you 
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ſuch as as turn many to Righteouſneſs ; ; let theſe Conſidera- 


tions more than Ballance againſt all the various Difficulties 


- 
* 
* 


”. 
* 


* 
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and Temptations that neceſſarily attend a ang ſo ex- 


© cellent and exalted. 


The Reverend Perſon who is now, by his own Confent, 


to be conſecrated to the Work of the evangelical Miniſtry 
in this Place, by the folemn Impoſition of the Hands of 


the Preſbytery, merits a more particular Addreſs. 


Dear Brother, You are thought worthy to bear a Com- 
miſſion under the Captain of Salvation: And as you are 
a Volunteer in this Service, 1 it becomes you to be brave and 
ative. 

Your Office is to build up Abi Redeemer's Kingdom 
among Men, in Oppoſition to the Powers of Darkneſs, to 
preach the Doctrines of Godlineſs, and reform a vicious 


World, and thereby promote the glorious Deſign of that 


Goſpel, of which you are made a Miniſter: Let therefore 
the Height of your Ambition be to ſerve the Intereſt of 
Truth and Virtue. 

Sir, As it is at your Deſire I ſtand here this Day, you 
will not take it ill, that I aſſume the Office of a friendly 


- Monitor. Underſtand the Nature & Deſign of your holy 


Fundfion, and pervert it not to vile and wicked Purpoſes. 


* Take Heed that you do not profanely praſtitute the ſacred 


Character, to the diſhonourable and low Ends of Avarice, 


Popularity, Impurity or Pride. Like a true Son of Levi, be 


able to ſay, of thy Father and of thy Mother, I have not 


ſeen them, nor regarded the deateſt Relation, in ane 
to Truth. 

Be ſtudious, be 3 Mix Divotion with 
your Study. Ze an-bongft Inquirer after Truth ſeek not 
the Applauſe of Men, of any Party or Character, but the 


have 


according to Godlineſs. 27 
have theHappineſs to keep up the Reputation of your Or- 
thodoxy, you will find a mighty Advantage in it; like 
Charity it will cover aMulrtitude of Sins: But this you may 
loſe, among ſome, and yet be a Friend to Truth. —Never- 
theleſs have a ſtrict Regard to your Morals.—Tread out 
the Path of Life before your People, and be a Pattern to 
the Believer in every Thing amiable in Converſation— 
keep thy ſelf pure—by Lightneſs and Indiſcretion, let no 
Man have Occaſion to deſpiſe thy Youth. Dear Sir, be a 
chearful Partaker of the Afffictions of the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel : There will be always ſome ignorant, preſumptubous 
and ſuperſtitious Men, that will ſet themſelves to oppoſe 
the Truth, which is after Godlineſs, and the Preachers of 
it: In Meekneſs theſe muſt be inſtructed, for the Servant 
of theLord muſt not ſtrive, but be gentle to allMen,apt to- 
teach, patient, There is no greater Hindrance to the Re- 
ception of Truth, than Violence & Paſſion, nor a greater 
Advantage to the Evidence of it, than the meek Behaviour 
of ſuch as profeſs and teach it. A rough impatient Temper -' © 
is incompatible with that happy Facility, in teaching that 
is incumbent upon the Miniſters of Chriſt, You are the 
Servant of a meek Lord, and therefore muſt not be rude - 
and contentious, raſh and cenſorious ; your own generous : 
Diſpoſition will teach you this excellent Leſſon. That 
good Thing, that godly DoQrine that is committed to you, 
keep uncorrupt.— From ſuch as vapour about Queſtions + 
and needleſsControverſies, tending to Schiſm & Ungodli- - 
neſs, turn away. But ſpeak thou the Things which become 
ſcund Doctrine, Tit. 2. 1. namely, that Men of allAges & Re- 

lations, behave fuitable to their Characters, old and young, 
bond and free; for in this Way, both of Preaching and 
Practiſing, are Chriſtians to look for the bleſſed Hope and 


glorious Appearing of the gon God & our Saviour Jenn 2 
* hriſt. | 1 . F: 


* * 
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I now turn myſelf to you, Beloved Brethren, of the Flock 
of Chriſt in this Place, ſincerely congratulating your Hap- 
pineſs, in the Acceſſion of a fit Perſon, to the paſtoral 


Charge and Dignity over you. Behold the precious Gift 
of your aſcended Lord: And receive & eſteem him highly 
in Love for his Works Sake. Support him with Liberality 


and Cheerfulneſs ; think much of Nothing you do, of þ 
0 


worldly Nature, for Him, who breaks to you the Bread 
Life, and labours to make youPoſſeſſors of the true Riches. 


- When you rejoice before the Lord your God, in the 


Succeſs and Plenty with which he crowns your Labours, 
forget not among others, to rejoice the Heart of the Levite 


that is within thy Gates. + Then will he that miniſters 
Seed to the Sower, ſtill multiply your Seed ſown, and in- 


creaſe the Fruits of your Righteouſneſs, that you may be 
inriched in every Thing unto all Bountitulneſs, 


He is now Bone of your Bone, and Fleſh of your F Ieſh 
And Oh ! How near and ſacred is the Relation which at 


_ Chriſtians ſuſtain towards each other, and what mighty Ob- 
 igations are they hereby laid under, to mutual Love and 
Peace, and Charity? If there be Peace & Harmony in any 


Society under Heaven, it may be expected in the Church 
of Chriſt. 
Brethren, You are all one Body, and you ſhould endea- 


vour to be all one Soul, that is, you ſhou'd all be of the 


ſame Mind towards each other's Perſons, tho' differing from 
each other inSentiments; hereby endeavouring to preſerve 


the Unity © not of Opinion in the Bond of Ignorance, not 
of Practice in the Bond of Hypocriſy, but the Unity of a 


Catholic Chriſtian Nice in in theBond ws Peace & Love.” * 
| One 


1 Dur. 12.18, 19. & 27. 11. Is. 


* Any the leaſt Degree of III. Will, for the Sake of Wrong or - falſe 
|. Opinions, _ — to be avoided, Theſe in themſelves, are 


plainly | 


SG 


| 
; 
| 
| 
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One Word to this whole Aſſembly, and I conclude, Ir 
is the Duty of Miniſters, you have heard, to preach 
Doctrines of Pragice, it is your Duty therefore to practice 
the Doctrines they preach. You may hear em, and believe 


em, but all will be to no Purpoſe, unleſs you obey them 


The Goſpel is a Doctrine calculated to make Men virtu- 
ous, holy and happy. It reveals the Wrath of Ged from 
Heaven, againſt all Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs of 
Men. For he hath appointed a Day in which he will 
Judge the World in Right 20U eſs, by that Man whom 
he hath ordained ; of which he hath given Aſſurance un- 


to all Men, in that he hath raiſed him from the Dead. 


E | Let 


plainly neither Virtues nor Vices, and do nit at all affect Men's mo- 
ral Characters; and yet thro a falſe Zeal and bad Principles, have 
greatly obſtructed their good Will towards one another. But upon 
Examination it will be found, this Principle works only in Proportion 
to Men's want of Integrity and Virtue in themſelves; and that the 
love of Truth only, not of right or wrong Opinion, is conſiſtent with 
the Perſection of Charity. For if Men do themſelves depend upon 
any Thing bet Integrity, and the Practice of Virtue, (as for Inſtance 
upon being in the Right in their Perſwaſions, which may be the 
Caſe of the virtuous or vicious) how can they forbear loving or 
hating others, more or leſs upon this Account? And ſo their Love 
will be directed, not according to real Merit, but accidental Quali- 
ties ; and be reſtrained by Men's imaginary Errors, which alſo may 
be the Effects of Virtue. and Integrity in them. | 
The Love of Truth therefore, and the Practice of Righteouſneſs, is 
that Principle alone, which is capable of, or conſiſtent with, univer- 
ſal Charity and Good-Will. Unity of Opinion there cannot poſſi- 
bly be, or ſeem to be, unleſs Men were equally Wiſe, and in the 
ſame Circumſtance of Light; or equally Wieked or Hy pocritical, 
in making the ſame Profeſſion. In no Principles therefore can 
there be Unity among Men, but in the one uniform Principle of the 
Lowe of Truth. This I take to be the true unity of Spirit; which 
when join'd to the Bond of Peace, and Righteouſneſs of Life, makes 
a really virtuous and good Man. : 
This may be worth the Conſideration of thoſe who affect a Zeal 
for Orthodoxy, deſtructive of Humanity and mutual Affection; and 
alſo put ſome good People upon enquiring, from whence proceeds 
their inordinate Concern about the right Faith of others ; and their . 
Coldneſs at leaſt towards thoſe who differ from them. ; 
See a late Treatiſe, Intitled, 4n1nquiry concerning/irtuc& Hafppineſre, 
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Let theſe. ſolemn Conſiderations have their proper 
Weight and Influence with you at all Times, and eſpeci- 4 
ally this Day, to preferve you from that Profaneneſs and 
Inde gey, thoſe Debavcheries and Immoralities, too 
common upon the like Occaſions, that are ſo inconſiſtent. 
with the De/ign of the Goſpel, and the Nature of the pre- 

ſent ene | er an 
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